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ED KAINEN
Partner *∆•+#

 Ed Kainen
Named 2017 Lawyer of the Year

Family Law, Las Vegas

Professional, Creative & Solid Resolutions

* Nevada Board Certified Family Law Specialist    ∆ AV Rated    • Fellow of the American Academy Matrimonial Lawyers

+ Board Certified by National Board Trial Advocacy    # Fellow of the International Academy of Family Lawyers

Ed Kainen has been named the Best Lawyers’ 2017 Las Vegas 
Family Law “Lawyer of the Year”   Ed was also honored with this 
distinction in 2013.  Only a single lawyer in each practice area in 
each community is honored as the “Lawyer of the Year”.

Ed is the senior and managing partner of the Las Vegas law firm 
Kainen Law Group, PLLC, which is an ‘AV’ rated firm and featured 
in the Bar Register of Preeminent Attorneys. He is an elected 
Fellow of the American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers, a Nevada 
Board Certified Specialist in Family Law, and has achieved the 
highest rating available by the prestigious Martindale-Hubbell Law 
Directory. Mr. Kainen was the first Chair of the Nevada Board of 
Certified Family Law Specialists, and held that position for five 
years. 

We started this law firm with the vision that we would be different 
from other family lawyers in Nevada. We are very selective in 
the number and type of cases we accept, taking pride in offering 
tailored and lasting solutions designed to address our clients’ 
individual concerns associated with more complex family law 
matters. Indeed, a significant segment of our practice relates 
entirely to representing other lawyers in family law disputes.

By every objective measure, Kainen Law Group has the largest 
team of most credentialed family lawyers in the State of Nevada, 
including five Board Certified Family Law Specialists.

I have a bottle of “Ollie’s World’s Best Bar-B-Q Sauce” 
sitting in my office. I’m not sure how it tastes; it’s never been 
opened. In fact, I’ve never tried anything from Ollie’s Barbecue. 
Nor did I ever visit the notorious restaurant before it closed its 
doors in 2001. That isn’t the point. 

In 1964, the U.S. Supreme Court unanimously upheld 
the Civil Rights Act and rejected Ollie McClung’s argument 
that Congress could not regulate his restaurant by requiring 
desegregation. Based on the Constitution’s Commerce Clause, 
the court held that Congress had the power to enact a statutory 
scheme necessary to combat race discrimination. 

Setting aside an academic debate regarding the Commerce 
Clause’s reach—whether applied to a barbecue joint in 
Birmingham, a bushel of wheat, gun-free school zones or 
marijuana production—the court in Katzenbach v. McClung 
reached the good result. My unopened bottle of barbeque 
sauce is a reminder of that (and of my sad attempts to answer 
questions about the case during my first year of law school). It 
reminds me of the good that can be done in our nation of laws, 
and of the role judges and attorneys play in realizing that good. 

Certainly, our profession and the rule of law are things to 
be grateful for and celebrate this Thanksgiving season. We, 
at the Nevada Lawyer, hope you will enjoy this month’s issue 
focused on Constitutional Law.   

CHAD OLSEN is an attorney at Payne & Fears 
LLP. He focuses his practice on business and 
employment litigation, construction defects and 
insurance coverage. 


