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This issue was curated by PATTY WALSH, ESQ.  
She is a deputy attorney general with the State of 
Nevada Office of the Attorney General, Division  
of Business and Taxation. Walsh is a Nevada native, 
and she served on the editorial board of The George 
Washington Law Review.

Administrative law is an area that touches upon 
our lives, yet is shrouded in ambiguity. Agencies must adhere to 
constitutional principles of due process, though each one has its own 
procedures and regulatory approaches. Some welcome the versatility, 
while others question the policy consequences. The articles contained 
in this issue encapsulate the practical and theoretical aspects of 
such a fascinating field. “The reason for the law is its soul; when 
the reason for the law changes, the law changes as well.” (Ratio 
est legis anima; mutata legis ratione mutatur et lex). The reasons 
for administrative law may evolve over time, but its soul remains 
complex and dynamic. 

Walsh was assisted in curating this issue by 
STEPHEN F. SMITH, ESQ. He is a member of the 
Nevada Lawyer Editorial Board. He lives in Las Vegas 
and serves as an arbitrator and short term trial judge in 
the Eighth Judicial District Court’s ADR program.

Administrative law and processes touch on so 
much of our lives. Administrative decision-making 
is the bulk of executive branch work, according to authors Alicia 
Ashcraft and Jeffrey Barr in their article on page 20. This issue 
is jam-packed with articles that Nevada attorneys will find useful 
when their practice crosses paths with the administrative process.

Nevada Lawyer Mission Statement 
Nevada Lawyer is the official publication of the State Bar of Nevada. 
Our mission is to publish items of interest and importance to the 
Nevada legal community and to provide a forum for thoughtful and 
respectful commentary on current issues affecting our members.

 

Upcoming Issue Themes and Deadlines:
Submissions on the following topics are welcome as early as possible 
in advance of the following deadlines:  
•	 Public Lands: July 23, 2021
•	 Insurance Law & Coverage: Aug. 27, 2021

Submission Requirements:
• Unsolicited submissions should be 1,500 words or less.
• Please keep endnotes to a minimum – 10 or less.
• Articles authored by Nevada attorneys are strongly preferred. 

For more information, download our submission 
guidelines at https://www.nvbar.org/nevada-
lawyer-magazine/ > Article Submissions or contact 
nvlawyer@nvbar.org with questions.
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