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description may allow you to identify the
requests and requesters of potential interest
to you. Not infrequently, a BDR is simply
a placeholder for a legislator, who may
know that he or she intends to request a
bill relating to education, for example, but
at present has only a general idea regarding
what the bill should accomplish. This
provides an opportunity to contact the
legislator and suggest some more specific
input for the substance of the bill.

If a legislator seems receptive to
your suggestions, it is important that
you put your thoughts in writing for use
by the legislator and legislative staff.
A draft of statutory language is often
less helpful in this regard than a clear
description of what you are seeking to
accomplish with your proposal. Feel free
to note the existing provisions of statute
that may need to be amended, but it’s
more important to describe the objective
of the proposal. Don’t forget to include
your contact information on any written
submissions, so that the legislator or staff
can contact you with questions.

The Legislative Session

Until the general election in
November, most legislators are occupied
with their day jobs and such practical
concerns as getting reelected. Thus,
legislative action does not begin in
earnest until after the election. Bills from
non-legislative requesters (e.g., executive
branch agencies and local governments)
are prefiled by the Legislative Counsel in
late November and become available to
the public at that time. Legislators may
also request that their bills be prefiled
before session. Prefiled bills are held
for introduction until the legislature
convenes, but the text of the bills is
available on the legislature’s website.
This availability permits you to identify
and analyze any prefiled bills that may be
of interest to you.

As noted above, the legislature
convenes in early February and bill
introductions begin immediately. As
each bill is introduced in the Senate and
Assembly, it is referred to the standing
committee with jurisdiction over the
subject of the bill.

Once a bill of interest has been
identified, its progress can be most easily
followed with Personalized Legislative
Tracking: the legislature’s bill-tracking
service. The cost of a subscription to the
service is relatively minimal, depending
on the number of bills the subscriber
is following. Subscribers to the service
will be notified of upcoming committee
hearings on selected bills and receive a
daily report on the current status of those
bills.

The progress of a bill in committee
is a matter for the committee chair, acting
at the direction of the house leadership.
Thus, a bill referred to committee may or
may not receive a hearing or, even if it is
heard, be acted upon by the committee.
If a bill is to be heard and you’ve been
involved in the preparation of the bill, the
staff of the committee may contact you
about scheduling the hearing. Otherwise,
at least until the session nears its end and
the rules are suspended, the bill will be
posted for hearing on the committee’s
meeting agenda. Subscribers to the bill-
tracking service should receive notice of
the hearing.

Legislative committee meetings are
conducted during session in basically
the same way they are during the
interim. Generally, one can appear
before a committee in person in the
Legislative Building in Carson City or via
videoconference from the Grant Sawyer
Building in Las Vegas. Committee
meetings can also be viewed online,
through a link on the legislature’s
website. If you intend to appear and
have written materials in support of your
testimony, you must submit the materials
before the hearing—generally at least 24
hours prior—or as otherwise provided by
the committee’s rules. The committee’s
staff will post the materials on the Nevada
Electronic Legislative Information
System (NELIS), which is linked to the
legislature’s website. You should check
the committee’s page on NELIS or
contact the committee staff to learn about
the procedure for submitting materials.

If you intend to appear in order to
testify in opposition to a bill as drafted,
legislative protocol generally requires
that you at least attempt to contact the

sponsor of the bill before the hearing

to discuss your concerns. The contact
information for each legislator is
available on the legislature’s website,
and most legislators check their email
messages frequently. If you’re in Carson
City, stop by the sponsor’s office in
person to see if you can schedule a brief
meeting with him or her. What has been
said above applies equally here; put your
views in writing, explain the purpose of
any proposed amendment to a bill and
include your contact information in your
submission.

The bills on which a committee chair
intends to act are scheduled for committee
work sessions, which occur with more
frequency as deadlines for committee
action approach. For each such bill, a
work session document is prepared by
the committee’s staff, under the direction
of the chair; the document is posted on
NELIS prior to the work session. For
any bill with which you are concerned,
you should review the work session
document and any proposed amendments
posted as exhibits for the work session.
Testimony is generally not taken during
a work session unless the committee has
a question about the bill or a proposed
amendment; in other words, any question
or concern that has not previously been
aired should be communicated to the
committee chair before the work session.

Of course, even those bills that
receive a “do pass” or “amend and do
pass” recommendation from committee
and are adopted by the house of
introduction remain in play until the
end of session. They are subject to
amendment in the other house, to a veto
by the governor and to amendment by
an entirely different bill. You should
continue to monitor the progress of any
bill of interest to you until the legislature
has adjourned and the governor has acted
on the bill. NL
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