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The State Bar of Nevada Board of Governors and the Access 
to Justice Commission extend a special thanks to the following 

attorneys who generously accepted cases through the Legal  
Aid Center of Southern Nevada, Washoe Legal Services, Nevada 

Legal Services and Volunteer Attorneys for Rural Nevadans,  
and those who donated their time to work at events like 
Ask-A-Lawyer, Lawyer in the Library and Law Day.

    
   

Attorneys who participated in Ask-A-Lawyer, 
Lawyer in the Library or other clinics:

BOLD honors multiple cases accepted and/or sessions conducted within the month.

Be sure to follow Access To Justice on Twitter at 
@NevadaATJ, in order to keep abreast of all 

upcoming pro bono opportunities and events!  
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sports franchise relocation before our Knights 
become the next Atlanta Thrashers, who moved to 
Winnipeg in 2011. 

Federal and State Legislation as  
Defense to Franchise Relocation

While the power of eminent domain has never 
been successful in the sports franchise arena, private 
agreements between professional teams and the host 
city have gained popularity throughout the country, 
especially when the city or state fronts the majority of 
the bill for the new stadium. A perfect example of such 
an agreement is Senate Bill 1 from the 2016 Nevada 
Special Session, where section (2)(m) of the bill 
requires that the term of the lease entered into with the 
Raiders be at least 30 years. 

Senate Bill 1 was in direct response to a future 
franchise relocation threat from the next generation 
of Raiders’ owners. Responding to the Raiders’ 
move to Oakland 30 years ago, Congressman Ronald 
Dellus of California sponsored the Professional 
Sports Franchise Relocation Act, which would have 
allowed a team’s host city to purse the franchise at 
its fair market value under certain circumstances. A 
similar bill was introduced by Ohio representative 
Martin Hoke in response to the Cleveland Browns’ 
relocation to Baltimore. This bill, known as the Fan 
Freedom and Community Protection Act, would 
have required a professional sports league to grant an 
expansion franchise to an investor who is financially 
able to pursue and support a team in a city that 
formerly hosted a league franchise. Federal legislation 
restricting the movement of sports franchises have 
not been successful, likely due to league lobbyists, 
affluent ownership that financially support members of 
Congress, and representatives whose cities want to be 
home the next great franchise.

Home Means Nevada and Sports
The Golden Knights did not lift the Stanley Cup 

in 2018, but the team lifted Nevada from a gambling 
town to a sports mecca. In a few short years, the 
Raiders will join their sister franchise, making Las 
Vegas home to two major sports franchises. Some 
say that it will take time to get used to the Raiders, 
but before we know it, the state song will be “The 
Autumn Wind” and the state motor vehicle will be 
Derek Carr. Using the power of eminent domain 
to condemn the Knights or Raiders could one day 
be a reality. Until then, Vegas sports fans should 
support their local teams and lobby federal, state and 
local legislators before the ultimate sport crime is 
committed here.   

SCOTT LACHMAN is a consumer finance and 
appellate attorney at Akerman LLP. He is Chair of the 
Young Lawyers Section and a diehard Detroit and 
Vegas sports fan. He previously clerked for then-Chief 
Justice Michael A. Cherry of the Nevada Supreme 
Court. The American Bar Association recognized 
Lachman as a “Top 40 Young Lawyer” in 2017. 
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