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HONOR ROLL

The State Bar of Nevada Board of Governors and the Access to Justice
Commission extend a special thanks to the following attorneys who generously
accepted cases in January 2016, through the Legal Aid Center of Southern
Nevada, Washoe Legal Services, Nevada Legal Services, Volunteer Attorneys
for Rural Nevadans and Southern Nevada Senior Law Program.

ONE

SMALL ACTIONS ¢

Ernest Adler Marjorie Guymon Casey Perkins _
Benjamin Albers Stephen Harris Bryce Rader BY EDMUND J. GORMAN, JR., ESQ.
D. Christopher Albright Eric Hone David Reese
Debra Amens Mark Hutchings Bradley Richardson
Robert Anderson Daniel Ingrassia Phillip Rinehart In Harper Lee’s 1960 novel
Corey Beck James Jimmerson Caitlin Salas . . .
Robert Broili Richard Koch Arturo Sanchez “To Kill a Mockingbird,”
Janice Brown Shelley Krohn Matthew Schneider . . .
Ryan T. Campbell Ishi Kunin Willi Siepmann lawyer hero Atticus Finch is
Candace Carlyon Cecilia Lee Muriel Skelly
Michael Carman Jenny Lee Eric Stovall the archetype of the thoughtful,
Shane Clayton Patricia Lee Rodney Sumpter .
Stefanie Clement #/Irichael I'thahners Heather Truiillo ethical small-town lawyer,
Peter Co eresa Mains Kevin Van Ry .
Lynn Conant gaitlyP'\IXIcéAmis Edward Vargas taking the case of Tom
William Coulthard aniel McCain McClure Wallace :
George Cromer ‘I\\lllix?ml\’/ﬁil McLeod Whitney Warnick Robmson, a young black man
Nadin Cutter ikyla Miller Luke Welmerink ;
Robert Dickerson Eegdal l\ll\llilller Airene Williamson accused of the rape of a white
Emily Ellis ndrew Moore Marshal Willick 1
Maysoun Fletcher Joanna Myers Adam Winer woman, in the segregated 1930s
Troy Fox Eric Olsen Timothy Wiseman south. Defending the rule of law
Geoffrey Giles Shelly O’Neill Steven Wolfson f
Peter Goatz Jose Pallares Adam Woodrum and due process in the face of
Daniel Goodsell Sean Patterson Edward Wynder .
Edmund Gorman Sarah Perez Meng Zhong a racially-charged rural town
Bryan Gragg . . .
bent on mob justice, Atticus
Attorneys who participated in :
or Lawyer in the il demonstrates the singular
» : role that attorneys can play
Seth Adams Ryan Earl Patricia A. Phair .
Benjamin Albers Leland Faux Marc Randazza as bulwarks of reason against
Bryce C. Alstead Cherie Fletter Natalie Reed . .
Boris Avramski Rhonda Forsberg Beverly Salhanick the tyranny of inequality. And
Travis Barrick Sihomara Graves Arturo Sanchez s .
Edwin Bas| Sefrey Gronch John Sande what’s more, Atticus performs
Joice Bass Bert Guerra Joseph Sanford . .
goberl Blau Bill Hammer Chandeni éSendaII the ultimate act of ethical self-
ina Bongiovi Roger R. Harada Muriel R. Skelly : .
Debra Bookout éthar Haseebullah Peter g Smith sacrifice: he agrees to represent
Linda A. Bowman raig Henderson John Springgate ; ;
Sarah Bradley Mark Hughes Kenneth Stover his client pro bono.
Adam Breeden Ben Johnson Rodney Sumpter
EebecTcg Burrb i Siabrielke Joges Eeiéh Ti$rnﬁy While the character of Atticus Finch
yan T Campbe erimy Kirschner obert Tza :
Ebru Cetin Mark Lichtenfeld Natalia Vander Laan as th.e consumm?tely eth].cgl att.o rney has
Amy Chelini Ryan MacDonald Kevin Van Ry inspired generations of civic-minded,
Travis H. Clark F. McClure Wallace Soraya Veiga starry-eyed lawyers, the most important
Mitch Cobeaga Rendal Miller Darren Welsh decision he makes in the novel is total
Lesley Cohen Lane Mills Kriston Whiteside busi icid he decisi
Alison Colvin Neil Mullins Darren Weiss usmess suicide — the decision to
Venicia Considine Susan Noyce Richard D. Williamson take a capital felony case through trial,
#Udreg ﬁlf_anef ahe”y %‘Neill ﬁgam Wineé without pay. One has to wonder at
rina Dahlin aren Parry am Woodrum IR :
Linda N. Daykin Lauren Pena Homa Woodrum Finch’s judgement, taking such a case
Courtney Dolan Kelly Perri Elliott Yug as a single father with mouths to feed.
Sabrina Dolson Gloria Petroni Robert Zentz However admirable, taking a pro bono

Amber Duvall case requiring months of work, against

< BOLD honors multiple cases accepted and/or sessions conducted within the month.> the mores of one’s community, requiring
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significant out-of-pocket costs and with no prospect of
payment is this author’s law practice nightmare.

I have learned, however, that one need not
demonstrate the selflessness of Atticus Finch, or his lack
of business sense, in order to make significant, lasting
impact in the lives of clients through pro bono work. In
fact, sometimes all it takes is a few minutes. Take, for
example, the case of “James.” A man in his mid-20s,
James had grown up in the region but left after high
school to pursue various bad ideas elsewhere, before
returning to Reno as a single father. Although he now
had a steady job, his income was not enough to cover
his and his son’s expenses; he struggled with bills, and
homelessness was a constant threat.

James knew that his grandparents had established a
custodial account for him when he was a teenager. Now
that they and his parents had passed away, this account
was in the care of friends of his parents who did not
agree with James’ past lifestyle decisions and did not
intend to turn the funds over to him as required by law.
The amount was sufficient to cover a down payment on
a modest home, with enough still left over to provide
a small cushion of savings. However, the custodians
refused to turn the money over, believing it would be
best kept for James’ son; James had, in their view,
forfeited his rights to the fund established for his benefit.

James sought help from a local legal services
organization, who referred the case to me. Although
the legal and factual issues were clear, and I believed
the cause to be just, I must admit to dreading what I
thought was certain litigation of unknown duration
and complexity. I was hardly willing to be Atticus
Finch that day, and James, deserving as he was, was
no Tom Robinson. Even so, I penned the obligatory
pre-suit demand letter, setting out the issues with all
the restraint and courtesy I could muster, indicating a
deadline for a response, and making threats of legal
proceedings I was committed to seeing through, even if
I hoped I wouldn’t have to.

I was pleasantly surprised then, when two weeks
later I received a letter from the opposing party asking,
in effect, where they could send a check for the entire
amount. With just four-tenths of an hour of my time, I
had turned the prospects of a single father and his son

completely around, ensuring them housing, security
and hope for a better, more stable future. It may have
been the only time in my professional experience
that a single demand letter had led to complete
capitulation and resolution of the case. It didn’t take
a trial or reasoning with a mob, and it didn’t torpedo
my law practice. And yet, such a resolution could not
have happened without an attorney’s help — help that
James could simply not afford.

Attorneys juggling the time demands of
a law practice are understandably wary of

Sometimes

committing to the possibility of lengthy, time- ¢} l l it ta keS

consuming pro bono litigation. However, any
amount of time that an attorney can commit
to a pro bono case, or to a legal services
organization, can be invaluable to a client.
Even if the commitment is only for a consultation, or
a demand letter or simple document preparation, it
can make a world of difference to a person of limited
means. Attorneys do not need to take on a capital case
as Atticus did in order to stand up for equal access to
justice; they just need to give as little as a few minutes
of their time and expertise — and to never forget the
power of a carefully-crafted letter. NL

EDMUND J. “JOE” GORMAN is a
graduate of Tulane University (B.A.
2003, summa cum laude), the University
of New Mexico (M.A. 2006, with distinction),

and Stanford Law School (J.D. 2009, with pro bono
distinction). Joe is licensed to practice in all courts

of the state of Nevada, United States District Court
for the District of Nevada, and the United States
Bankruptcy Court for the District of Nevada. He serves
as the 2015-2016 chair of the Executive Committee of
the Solo and Small Practice Section of the State Bar

of Nevada, and is an active member of the American
Bar Association, the Washoe County Bar Association
and the Probate Bar Association of Washoe County. In
addition to providing comprehensive legal services for
Nevada families and businesses of all sizes, Gorman is
committed to serving Nevada’s neediest residents and
was named “2015 Pro Bono Attorney of the Year” by
Nevada Legal Services.
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